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Text © Kurt Vonnegut LLC. Used by Permission.

MASS PROMULGATED BY VONNEGUT IN 1985

Text not included in the Voces Novae Vonnegut: Requiem

is included here in italics.

Requiem Aeternam by Cary Boyce

Rest eternal grant them, O Cosmos,

and let not light disturb their sleep.

A hymn is naught to Thee, O flying Stones,
nor a vow unratified in a dream in Jerusalem.
Yet I pray:

From Thee all flesh did come;

Time, have mercy upon us;

Elements, have mercy upon us.

Rest eternal grant them, O Cosmos,

and let not light disturb their sleep.

A Day of Wrath by Stacy Garrop

A day of wrath, that day:

We shall dissolve the world into glowing ashes,
as attested by our weapons for wars

in the names of gods unknowable.

Let not the ashes tremble,

Though some Judge should come

To examine all in some strict justice!

Let no trumpet's wondrous call sounding abroad
In tombs throughout the world

Drive ashes toward any Throne.

Let ashes remain as ashes

though summoned to approach in terror,

as in life, some Judge or Throne.

Must a written book be brought forth

In which everything is contained

From which the ashes shall be judged?

Then when some Judge is seated,

and whatever is hidden is made known,

let him understand

ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE LATIN MASS
PROMULGATED BY POPE ST. PIUS V IN 1570
BY DECREE OF THE COUNCIL OF TRENT

Rest eternal grant them, O Lord,

and let light perpetual shine upon them.

A hymn befits Thee, O God, in Zion,

and to Thee shall be paid a vow in Jerusalem.
Hear my prayer,

to Thee all flesh shall come.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Rest eternal grant them, O Lord,
And let light perpetual shine upon them.

A day of wrath, that day,
It will dissolve the world in glowing ashes,
As attested by David together with the Sibyl.

What trembling will there be

When the Judge shall come

to examine everything in strict justice!
The trumpet’s wondrous call sounding abroad
in tombs throughout the world

shall drive everybody toward the throne.
Death and nature shall stand amazed
When Creation rises again

to give answer to its Judge.

A written book will be brought forth

in which everything is contained

From which the world shall be judged.
So when the Judge is seated,

Whatever sin is hidden will be made known.



That naught hath gone unpunished.

Let Death and Nature say what they will

when ashes sleep like ashes

when commanded to give answers to some Judge.
What shall I, a wretch, say at that time?

What advocate shall I entreat

when even the righteous have been damned

By wars in the names of gods unknowable?

The Innocence of Sleep by Dale Trumbore
Structure of awesome majesty,

donor of sleep or wakefulness,

Thou fount of random pain or pity,

give me the innocence of sleep.

Gambler with flesh,

Thou are the reason for my journey:

Do not cast the dice again on that day.

My wild and loving brother

did try to redeem me by suffering death on the cross:

Let not such toil have been in vain.

1 groan like one condemned;

my face blushes for my sins.

Spare a suppliant from more such wakefulness.

Thou who didst neither condemn nor forgive Mary Magdalen
and the robber on the cross

hast given me hope as well.

A Place Among by Gabriel Lubell

My prayers are unheard,

But thy sublime indifference will ensure

that I burn not in some everlasting fire.

Give me a place among the sheep

and the goats, separating none from none.

leaving our mingled ashes where they fall.

That day will be one of comical disappointment

to any who hoped to see rise again from the embers

The guilty to be judged.

The Litigious by Malcolm Dalglish
When the litigious have been confounded

and sentenced to comical disappointment,
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Nothing sinful shall go unpunished.
Death and nature shall stand amazed
When Creation rises again
to give answer to its Judge.
What shall 1, a wretch, say at that time?
What advocate shall I entreat to plead for me

when scarcely the righteous shall be safe from damnation?

King of awesome majesty,
Who to those that are to be saved givest the grace of salvation,

Save me, O fount of Pity.

Recall, dear Jesus,

That I am the reason for Thy journey into this world:
Do not cast me away from Thee on that day.
Seeking me, Thou didst sit down weary.

Thou didst redeem me, suffering death on the Cross:
Let not such toil have been in vain.

Just Judge of vengeance, grant me the gift of pardon
before the day of reckoning.

I groan like one condemned;

my face blushes for my sins;

spare a suppliant, O God.

Thou who didst absolve Mary Magdalen,

and heard the prayer of the robber,

hast given me hope as well.

My prayers are not worthy;

but Thou, of Thy goodness, deal generously with me,
that I burn not in the everlasting fire.

Give me a place among the sheep,

and separate me from the goats,

setting me on Thy right hand.

That day will be one of weeping,

on which shall rise again from the embers

the guilty man, to be judged.

When the accursed have been confounded

and sentenced to acrid flames,
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count me among the gratified.
That day will be one of comical disappointment
on which shall rise again from the embers
No guilty man or woman or child to be judged.
I depend on you to spare them, O Stones,
O Time, O Elements.

Grant them rest. Amen.

O Cosmos by Lauren Bernofsky

O Cosmos, O structure of awesome majesty,

deliver without exception the souls of the departed

from the pains of hell and from the bottomless pit.

Save them from the lion's jaws, that hell

may not engulf them, that they may only fall into darkness
which is still and sweet.

Dazzle them not with light promised in a dream

to Abraham and his seed.

Sacrifices and prayers of praise to Thee, O Cosmos,

we have offered for millennia.

Reward us with Thy continued indifference to the destinies past
death of those souls whom we this day commemorate.

Life was sport enough!

Allow them to pass from death unto sleep.

Holy, holy, holy by Don Freund

Holy, holy, holy, Time and the Elements:
Heaven and earth are full of Thy Glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Humbled and amazed are he and she who have experienced life.
Hosanna in the highest.

A day of wrath, that day:

We shall dissolve the world into glowing ashes,
As attested by our weapons for wars

In the names of gods unknowable.

Thus I pray to Thee,
from whom all flesh did come.

Grant Them Rest by Malcolm Dalglish

Merciful Time, who buries the sins of the world,

grant them rest.

Merciful Elements, from whom a new world can be constructed,
moist, blue-green and fertile,

grant them eternal rest.
Let not eternal light disturb their sleep.

call me along with the blessed.

That day will be one of weeping,

on which shall rise again from the embers
the guilty man, to be judged.

Therefore spare him, O God,

Merciful Lord Jesus:

grant them rest. Amen.

O Lord Jesus Christ, King of Glory,

deliver the souls of all the faithful departed

from the pains of hell and from the bottomless pit.

Save them from the lion’s jaws; that hell

may not engulf them, that they may not fall into darkness,

but let Saint Michael the standard-bearer lead them into the
holy light

which Thou of old didst promise to Abraham and his seed.

Sacrifices and prayers of praise to Thee, O Lord,

we offer:

Do Thou receive them on behalf

of those souls whom this day we commemorate.

Allow them, O Lord, to pass from death unto life.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth,

heaven and earth are full of Thy Glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

A day of wrath, that day:

It will dissolve the world into glowing ashes,

As attested by David together with the Sybil.

Hear my prayer,
to Thee all flesh shall come.

Merciful Jesus, who takest away the sins of the world,
grant them rest.

O Lamb of God,

who takest away the sins of the world,

grant them eternal rest:



Light Perpetual by Moira Smiley

Let not eternal light disturb their sleep,

O Cosmos, for Thou are merciful.

Deliver me, O Cosmos, from everlasting wakefulness
on that dread day when the Heavens and Earth shall quake,
when we shall dissolve the world into glowing ashes
in the names of gods unknowable.

I am seized with trembling and I am afraid

until the day of reckoning shall arrive

and the wrath to come.

Hence I pray.

Deliver me, O Cosmos, from everlasting wakefulness
on that day of wrath, calamity and misery.

Rest eternal grant them, O Cosmos,

And let not light perpetual disturb their harmless sleep.

Let eternal light shine upon them,

O Lord with Thy saints forever, for Thou art merciful.
Deliver me, O Lord, from everlasting death

on that dread day when the heavens and earth shall quake
when Thou shall come to judge the world by fire.

I am seized with trembling and I am afraid until
the day of reckoning shall arrive

and the wrath to come.

Hear my prayer.

Deliver me, O Lord, from everlasting death.
That day, a day of wrath, calamity and misery:
Rest eternal grant them, O Lord,

And let light perpetual shine upon them.
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Bass exagerated vibrato gradually slows down, morphing into the directed pulse of a dying motor turning over and over.
The last sputter (again indicated by conductor) is a short M sound, a forlorn digruntled dog-like pout of dissapointment
Head sinks, lower lip protrudes, slouching on the ponch
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VI. O Cosmos

Kurt Vonnegut Lauren Bernofsky
=96 Solemn
T
_y  Jhe ° ’  Jle ° e p o /
o P’ Ay /— ] \ \ <
Clarinet in B-flat | -fen—24 1 : %
g .
J—=mp J=mp — |mf
O — J DR g.e |mn /7
O Z O o) it 0 ) re) \ \ )
Bassoon 77 I ] ° D)
jm %+ %+
S =mp JS=mp —— mf
Sus. Cym.
€ ree ( )
. ’ scrape - o //
. % \ I - I \ I - I - —, 1))
Percussion HF—% — — j j j —— j Fe———17
s 3 \ \ 1 \ \ Tk
S S mp ——
+ 9 ™ V , | ) /
T A4 p— i i 3
Violin o 4— o © Iz °© = z o) %
t)y i a— =< 15d - i 3
v \_/ B
mf
S =mp S =mp
g I P ’ i V ~ //
o Z il 0) o) = ) z )
Double Bass 77 < j j © %
Is 3 be o Py \ I i 3
—_
S = mp —p — mf
La mf’ ’ —3— A A
i I } t T } I — —— ——1 } } 3
Soprano {4 - \ ] I \ - \ 1 - T g z O %
(0] Cos-mos, (0] struc-ture of awe-some maj - es - sty
) nf : N oA
i I } ! I } I — —— ——1 } } 3
Alto (N4 - I - \ \ - \ 1 - —— = } %
o e v ¢ & #’® @ o
0 Cos-mos, (0] struc-ture of awe-some maj - es - ty.
) mf | b —3— ) | ) //
- = v = o o o'F o T | \ I T
Tenor {eS—% - \ - \ \ = \ I —— — z Fo Y7
D% ; —— I ; - — 1 ; & I I 3
.; 0 Cos-mos, 0 struc-ture of awe-some maj - es -ty
mf’ ’ —3— _ ~ 4
0 I I ! ) 2 I 1))
Bass % 1
3 \ I — I \ - —— \ - ‘ I I 3
—~ \ F \ \ T \
0 Cos-mos, 0 struc-ture of awe-some maj - es -ty

Music © 2018 Lauren Bernofsky (BMI)
Text © Kurt Vonnegut LLC. Used by permission.
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VII. Holy, Holy, Holy
Kurt Vonnegut Don Freund
)=138 (= 69)
” A
Clarinet in B? g;% z = 2 = = f"; = _ﬁ
oJ
Bassoon 9—_‘% z = % = - 4—2 = —%
N
] | | | IKY } |
Trumpet in C %;% }2 = ’!31 - ! - [& HE
oJ
Percussion o = F< $ i = i "'; I 4_8
The Kick Drum and Hand Drum should be prepared to sound "broken."
These repeated 16th notes wherever they come should always be felt as groups of 2 sixteenths,
never as groups of 4 (even when the meter suggest quarter-note beat).
Y A
Violin %;’% g = ?i' - - “; - g
oJ
Double Bass £)_§ z = 2 = = ."; = g
N
half whispered
f 4 4 3 " J 1 J 1 J 1 2 4
SOPRANO |#¢ %1% - | 7 7 7% '8
Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly,
half whispered
mp
aro -4 4 - R L a
Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly,
Exaggerated pronunciation:
Hoh (dark) - lee (bright) half whispered
mp
TENOR |13 1 - R RN FT, S
Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly,
half whispered
4 | 4 | 3 | o o o | 2 | 4
BASS |H—g Z Y 1 - ! 7 7 7% '8
~ Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly,

Music © 2019 Don Freund (ASCAP) All Rights Reserved
Text © Kurt Vonnegut LLC. Used by permission.
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D] [) ) D] N N
. = g - 1 = 3 = 1 X = = |
(o) o) % 3 ¢ ¢ p
D) h
mp , match violin

Y% = 3 = ) - 3 =

—8 o) % %4

7

bi;‘.;} -.:/j.;} i;t =

Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly,

mp
g = £ = £ = | = |
m Te) L 3 e 3 I I
D)
Any of the hand-held percussion instruments
(hand drum, spring drum, ocean drum, sleighbells, finger cymbals)
may be played by members of the chorus.
mp
12 - 3 - I - I
3 I I
mp
L A numb, mesmerized
&5 - 1 = % = == = =
J s
mp , match clarinet
-q,:_% - § - z - z - =] =] P
S (@ ] (@ ]
mp , match bassoon
L mp
_“4 13 |2] 1..] 1..|3J 1.4) } | |
8 = 'S B '4 7 74 7¢ ¢ ' = '
Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho - ly,
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4 |3 |2 |3 J 1 o J 1 o J 1 o | |
i 8 = 'S = 4 4 7 7 7! = :

=
QOp~

1
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1
IS

jé

~e

13 J 1~) )3 | |
Az e & - |
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8 'S ‘4 4 7 7 7' '
~ Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly,
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m.87 'Harmless Sleep':
Prayer For Rest
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